Anyone Got a Deer
Whistle?

by LCdr. Brian Travers

twasmy first flight in the squadron after

completing the lUT syllabusat TW-5. What a
good dedl: amid-afternoon brief for aday-into-
night out and in. Comfortable spring weather
covered northwest Florida

After briefing and filing for aVFR out andin

to nearby FloralaMunicipal Airport (which al
Whiting-based | Psknow ishome to some good
complimentary burritos), we preflighted and
launched. It wasaprimary RI flight, and the stud
didagood job. After finishing theevent, | told him
to lower the hood, enjoy theflight and be ready for
theVFR entry into Florala. We landed and relaxed

aswe grabbed abite to eat and debriefed the
event. Five other T-34swere parked on the ramp.
The crewswerein the FBO, eating and waiting
for sunset so they could launch on night events.
After an hour on deck, and 45 minutes after
sunset, we manned up for the second event. As|
strapped in and got theavionicson line, | caught
thetail end of an aircraft radio transmission
warning of deer ontherunway. Grest, | thought,
I’mat an unfamiliar field, inthe dark, on my first
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instructor hop, with danger of deer on the runway.

| pondered my options: L et someone el se come out
and launch ahead of me, take my chanceswith the
deer, or take off with thelanding lights off. As| sat
and wondered, an Army H-1 doing touch-and-goes
on therunway distracted me. Then | had anidea. |
spun up the CTAF freq on the VHF and called the
Huey. “Hey, you mind making alow passdown the
runway to scare off thewildlife?1’ ve got reports
of deer ontherunway.”

“No sweat, you ready to go now?’

“Yup, I'll befollowing you as soon asyou turn
clear totheleft, and I’ ll be making the takeoff
straight ahead, with adepartureto theright.”

As| approached the hold-short, | shut off my
landing lights. The Huey made alow passat about
20 feet and 50 to 60 knots, with lights blazing and
making al the noise aHuey can muster. Ashe
passed me, | taxied to the position and hold, and
flipped thelanding lights back on. Once he started
hisclimb to clear thetrees, | set takeoff power
while holding the brakes. Ashewent through
about a45-degreeturn, | released the brakesfor
takeoff. Thetakeoff roll went
textbook, and we got out without
incident. Aswecleared to the
southwest, | called back toinform
the other T-34smanning up for the
night launch about the deer problem.

Everyone got out safely, and the
Army guysgot extralow-pass
practice. | don’t remember the
student’sname or how the second
event went, but the few minutes
trying to come up with adeer-
removal plan areasclear asif they
happened yesterday. Go figure! ==&

LCdr. Travers flew with VT-2 when this incident occurred
and is now with VR-62.
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